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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Dana Zartner 2130 Fulton Street 

University of San Francisco  Kalmanovitz Hall 336 

Assistant Professor San Francisco, CA 94117 

International Studies Program (BAIS) 415-422-6193 

Adjunct Professor, School of Law dzartner@usfca.edu 

  

 

EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D., Department of Political Science: University of California, Davis, Davis, CA, June 2007 

Dissertation:  Understanding State Interpretation of International Law: The Role of Legal Tradition  

Dissertation Committee:  Miroslav Nincic (Chair), Emily Goldman, Larry Peterman 

 

J.D., Concentration in International Law:  Boston University School of Law, Boston, MA, May 1996   

 
M.A. in International Relations:  Boston University School of Graduate Studies, Boston, MA, May 1996  

 

B.A. cum laude, in International Relations:  Hamline University, St. Paul, MN, June 1993  

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS  
 

University of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA 

 Assistant Professor (tenure-track), International Studies Program (BAIS), August 2012 – present 

 Adjunct Professor, School of Law, August 2004-December 2006, August 2013 - present 

 

Tulane University, New Orleans, LA 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, July 2007 – June 2012 

Adjunct Professor, Tulane Law School, January – April 2009 

 

University of California, Davis, Davis, CA 

Lecturer, Department of Political Science, June – August 2005, March – August 2007 

 

Golden Gate University School of Law, San Francisco, CA 

Adjunct Professor, August 2001 – May 2005  

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 
BOOKS 

 
 Courts, Codes, and Custom: Legal Tradition and State Policy Towards International Law, forthcoming from 

Oxford University Press (forthcoming May 2014). 

 

ARTICLES 

 
“Protecting the Commons through the Common Law: Diverging Policies towards International Environment 

Law in the United States and Australia” submitted for review (December 2013). 
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“The (Un) Common Law: Internalization of international law and the diverging policies of the U.S. and 

Australia towards international human rights law” International Political Science Review (September 

2013) 

 

 “The Culture of Law: Understanding the Influence of Legal Tradition on Transitional Justice in Post-

Conflict Societies” Indiana International and Comparative Law Review (2012)  

 

“Just War Against Barbarians: Revisiting the Valladolid Debates Between Sepúlveda and Las Casas” 

Political Studies  (October 2011) [with Daniel Brunstetter]   

 

 “Human Rights as Reputation Builder: Compliance with the Convention Against Torture” Human Rights 

Review (February 2011) [with Jennifer Ramos] 

  

“The Internalization of International Law into the Domestic Rule of Law” The International Studies 

Compendium, edited by Robert A. Denemark. West Sussex, UK: Wiley-Blackwell (2010) 

 

 “An Interdisciplinary Approach to Teaching International Law:  Using the Tools of the Law School 

Classroom in Political Science" PS: Political Science and Politics (January 2009) 

 

“Can International Law Survive the 21
st
 Century?  Yes, with Patience, Persistence, and a Peek at the Past” 8 

San Diego International Law Journal 291 (2007) 

 

  “Thought versus Action: An Historical Analysis of Legal Traditions to Explain French and American 

Approaches to International Law” 58 Maine Law Review: Symposium Issue on French and American 

Perspectives on International Law 338 (2006) 

 

“Interests and Institutions:  Comparing Sectoral Flows of Skilled Migration.”  The Human Face of Global 

Mobility: Studies on international skilled and professional migration in Europe and the Asia-Pacific, 

edited by Adrian Favell and Michael Peter Smith.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Transaction Publishers (2006) 

[co-authored with Jeanette Money] 

  

“Stemming the Flow of Environmental Displacement: Creating a Convention to Protect Persons and the 

Environment” 6 Colorado Journal of International Environmental Law & Policy Yearbook 1 (2001) 

 

REVIEWS 
 

Review Essay, “The Rise of Transnational Crime: International Cooperation, State Contributions, and the 

Role of the Global Political Economy” review of Crime, War, and Global Trafficking: Designing 

International Cooperation by Christine Jojarth and Crime and the Global Political Economy by H. 

Richard Friman, ed., International Studies Review (June 2010) 

 

Review of Human Rights in the Arab World: Independent Voices by Anthony Chase and Amr Hamzawy, 

eds., Human Rights Review (December 2010) 

 

Review of The Future of Human Rights: U.S. Policy for a New Era by William F. Schulz, ed., Human Rights 

Review (November 2009) 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Encyclopedia entries “International Organizations,” “Comparative Law,” and “Civil Law,” International 
Encyclopedia of Political Science, George Kurian, Simone Chambers, Robert Jervis, Margaret Levi, 

James Alt and Paula McClain, eds. Washington, D.C.: CQ Press/Sage Publications (2010) 
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PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 

 

Immigration Specialist, University of California, Davis, Office of International Students and Scholars, 

January 2001-December 2001 

 

Immigration Law Consultant, San Francisco, CA, August 1998 – December 2000 

 

Law Clerk, Jackson & Hertogs, San Francisco, CA January 1998 – August 1998 

 

COURSES TAUGHT 

 
Political Science Courses 

 

 International Law    International Human Rights* 

 Global Environmental Politics*   Environmental Law & Culture Seminar 

 Comparative Law & Legal Systems  International Law & International Relations Seminar 

 Introduction to International Relations  American Foreign Policy 

 Judicial Politics     Genocide in the 20
th
 Century 

 

* I have also taught these classes as Service Learning Courses 

 

Law Courses 

 

 International Law & International Relations  European Union Law 

 Comparative Law     Immigration Law 

 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 
 The relationship between domestic legal tradition and international law 

 The relationship between international human rights and environmental law 

 History, development, and theory of international law 

 The role of the judiciary in developing international human rights and environmental law 

   The role of culture and religion in politics 

 The use of art as a political tool 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES & SERVICE  
 

Volunteer Judge for the Jessup International Moot Court Competition Regional and International Rounds 

(both written and oral competition) 

 

At-Large Member (elected), Human Rights Section, International Studies Association 

 

By-Laws Committee Member, Western Chapter, International Studies Association 

 

Book Reviewer for International Studies Review, Human Rights Review, Wiley-Blackwell 

 

Book Proposal Reviewer for Oxford University Press, Wiley-Blackwell, Westview Press 

 

Article Reviewer for International Studies Quarterly, International Studies Perspectives, International 

Political Science Review, American Political Science Review, Foreign Policy Analysis 

 
Volunteer, Wild Equity Institute, San Francisco, CA 
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UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENT SERVICE 
 

 Student Development Coordinator, BAIS Program, January 2014 - present 

 Committee Chair and Co-Founder, Junior Scholar Speaker Series, July 2013 - present 

 Environmental Studies Faculty Advisory Committee, September 2012 - present 

 McCarthy Center Faculty Steering Committee, September 2012 – present 

 BAIS Faculty-Student Advisory Council, September 2012 – present 

 Legal Studies Advisory Committee/Pre-Professional Law Committee, September 2012 - present 

 USF in DC Search Committee, External Member, March 2013 – May 2013 

 Committee Member, Global Women’s Rights Forum, October 2012 – March 2013 

 

INVITED TALKS 

 
Innovative Book Panel: What’s the Big Idea? In 60 seconds or less, International Studies Association-West, 

September 2013 

 

So You Want to Go to Law School, USF Undergraduate Law Society, November 2012 

 

Courts, Codes and Custom: Legal Tradition and State Policy Toward International Law, LSU Law School, 

International Law Society, October 2010 

 

International Law and Empiricism, Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, January 2010  

 

AWARDS  
 

Deborah Gerner Grant for Professional Development, awarded by the Women’s Caucus in International 

Studies of the International Studies Association and Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2008  

 

Program Chair’s Award for a Conference Paper (for “Stemming the Flow of Environment Displacement: 

Creating a Convention to Protect Persons and Preserve the Environment”), awarded by the International 

Studies Association-West, 2002 

 

FELLOWSHIPS & GRANTS 
 

Faculty Development Fund Research and Travel Funds, 2012-2013, 2013-2014 

 

Lurcy Research Grant, awarded by Tulane University, 2011 

 

World International Studies Conference Travel Award, Summer 2011  

 

Tulane Committee on Research International Travel Grant, Summer 2011  

 

Environmental Studies Course Development Grant, awarded by the School of Liberal Arts, Tulane University  

 

Barbara Greenbaum Fellowship, awarded by the Newcomb College Institute, 2010-2011  

 

Public Service Course Development Grant, awarded by the Center for Public Service, 2009-2010  

 

ISA Travel Grant, awarded by the International Studies Association, 2008  

 
Tulane University Research Enhancement Fund Grant, 2008-2009  
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Tulane University Provost’s Faculty/Student Scholarly Engagement Fund Grant, 2007-2008  

 

Tulane University Center for Scholar’s Grant for a speaker series on transitional justice, 2007-2008  

 

Newcomb Institute Fellows Grant for a speaker series on transitional justice, 2007-2008  

 

APSA Travel Grant, awarded by the American Political Science Association, 2004, 2006 

 

UC Davis, Department of Political Science Travel Grants (2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006)  

 

UC Davis Charles Hardin and Emeriti Fund Fellowship (2004) 

 

UC Davis, Department of Political Science Summer Research Fellowship (2004) 

 

Borsa del Centro Internazionale Studi Gentiliani, awarded by the CISG in San Ginesio, Italy, to assist with 

costs associated with being a Visiting Researcher, Summer 2003 

 
Research Assistantship in the Humanities Fellowship, University of California, Davis (2001-2002) 

 

Frank C. Newman Scholar in International Human Rights Law, presented by Human Rights Advocates for 

work in Geneva, Switzerland at the United Nations Commission on Human Rights Annual Meeting on 

the issue of non-refoulement of torture victims (Spring 2000) 

 

SELECT CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 

Focus on the Positive: How to Keep our Classes from Becoming too Depressing, Southern Political Science 

Association Annual Meeting, January 2014, New Orleans, LA 

 
The Values of Nature: The Impact of Culture, Religion, and Beliefs on Environmental Management, World 

International Studies Conference, August 2011, Porto, Portugal 

 

The Culture of Law: Understanding the Influence of Legal Tradition on Transitional Justice in Post-Conflict 

Societies, International Society for Political Psychology, July 2011, Istanbul, Turkey 

 

The Influence of State Reputation on International Treaty Compliance, International Studies Association 

Annual Meeting, February 2010, New Orleans [with Jennifer Ramos] 

 

 The Culture of Law: Understanding the Influence of Legal Tradition on Transitional Justice in Post-Conflict 

Societies, International Studies Association Annual Meeting, February 2009, New York 

 

How Common is the Common Law?  An Examination of Four Common Law States and Their Different 
Positions on the International Criminal Court, Australia and New Zealand Society of International Law 

Annual Meeting, June 2008, Canberra, Australia 

 

 Innovative Panel: Mock trial on the Responsibility of States to Take Armed Action to Stop Genocide at the 

International Court of Justice, International Studies Association Annual Meeting, March 2008, San 

Francisco, CA 

 

Ongoing Debates in International Law: A Compendium Project Pane, International Studies Association 

Annual Meeting, March 2008, San Francisco, CA 

 

An Interdisciplinary Approach to Teaching International Law: Using the Tools of the Law School Classroom 
in International Studies, International Studies, International Studies Association – South Meeting, 

October 2007, Savannah, GA 
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‘Go to War’ or ‘No to War’: Using Legal Tradition to Explain Differing State Interpretations on the Use of 

Anticipatory Intervention in Self-Defense in the Case of Iraq, International Studies Association-

Northeast/Northeastern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, November 2006, Boston, MA 

 

Thought versus Action: An A Historical Analysis of Legal Traditions to Explain Variations in State 

Interpretation of International Law, American Political Science Association Annual Conference, 

September 2006, Philadelphia, PA 

 

The Just War Revisited: Political Philosophy for a Contemporary Crisis, American Political Science 

Association Annual Conference, September 2005, Washington, DC [with Daniel Brunstetter] 

 
State Compliance with Human Rights Norms: The Importance of International Reputation for Guiding State 

Action, International Studies Association Annual Conference, March 2005, Honolulu, HI [with Jennifer 

Ramos] 

 

 Stemming the Flow of Environment Displacement: Creating a Convention to Protect Persons and Preserve 
the Environment, International Studies Association-West Annual Meeting, October 2002, Las Vegas, NV 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 

 Member – American Society of International Law 

 Member – International Studies Association 

 Admitted to the Bar of the State of Minnesota, 1996 (inactive) 

 Admitted to the Bar of the State of Massachusetts, 1997 (retired) 

 

LANGUAGE SKILLS 
 

 Italian – Intermediate reading, speaking and writing skills 

 French – Advanced reading skills, intermediate writing and speaking skills 


